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thoroughly practical contrivance, had been
sufficiently far advanced, by the efforts of
Trevethick, Vivian, Blenkinsop, and others, to
foreshadow its early adoption ; there had been
a wonderful revolution in road construction,
increasing the facilities of inland transport;
shipping was vastly augmented; Australian
wool was being imported into England ; the
steam printing press had made its appearance ;
and, despite the general depression, in nearly
all those branches of effort which make for
material prosperity the record was one of
progress.

CHAPTER  XIII.

FROM THE INTRODUCTION OF THE STEAMSHIP TO
THE TEN HOURS  FACTORY  ACT.

1812-1847.

BY this time the resources of the country
were far spent. Prices of domestic commodities
continued high, taxation remained heavy, and
there was an increase rather than an abatement
of the general distress. A slight improvement
of trade with Russia, Spain, and Sweden was
more than counterbalanced by the cessation
of trading intercourse with the United States,
consequent on the breaking out of war with
that country. British commerce became de-
ranged, many causes contributing to the con-%
fusion. There was no stability about things.